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Overview

ÅElectronic Absentee Opportunity

ÅExecutive Orders in Effect

ÅFOIA



ELECTRONIC ABSENTEE OPPORTUNITY

ÅUOCAVA = Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act

ÅVoters living with physical disabilities 

ÅElectronic absentee transmission methods

ÅFax

ÅEmail

ÅWeb portal

ÅApplication

ÅNational Cybersecurity Center (Colorado) grant funding

ÅCHARTER CHANGES

Contact: Deak Kersey (dkersey@wvsos.gov)



EXECUTIVE ORDERS & 

MUNI ELECTIONS

EO 10-20: several regulatory statutes relaxed due to COVID -19 (see next slide)

EO 18-20: election date change; does not apply to 2021 municipal elections.

EO 23-20: election cooperation; does not apply to 2021 municipal elections.



EXECUTIVE ORDER 10-20

*Entered by Governor Justice on March 23, 2020

W. Va. Code and Effects:

§ 3-1-5(a) ðAllows counties to operate multiple precincts together in single polling locations, so long as all other 
statutory and security requirements are met

§§ 3-1-29, 30 ðAllows polling locations to open with less than 5 poll workers (emergency rule CSR § 153-53 clarifies 
the statutory requirements and procedure for obtaining a sufficient number of poll workers on election day)

§ 3-1-46(c) ðAllows for poll worker training at any time, not only within 30 days of the election

§ 3-3-2a(b)(1) ðAllows emergency establishment of early voting community voting locations (òsatellite precinctsó)

§ 3-3-5(a) ðRemoves requirement for absentee voters to request an application for an absentee ballot; allows 
counties to send absentee applications to all registered voters without first receiving an òoral or written requestó

§ 3-3-5(e)(1) ðExtends turnaround timeframe for counties to mail an absentee ballot to voters within 24 hours of 
receiving an absentee ballot application

§ 3-4A-30 ðAllows counties to operate multiple precincts together in single polling locations, so long as all other 
statutory and security requirements are met 



EMERGENCY RULE § 153-53

Following AG Morrissey opinion letter, WVSOS issued an Emergency Rule to 
provide guidance and clarification on the following topics affected by the 
Governorõs Executive Orders:

Å Definition for the phrase òother medical reason,ó which is an excuse for 
absentee ballot under W. Va. Code § 3-3-1(b), but which is undefined in the 
law

Å When absentee ballots may be processed (e.g. sorted, eligibility 
determinations, etc.)

Å Safe procedures for poll worker training
Å Following executive orders and the relaxed regulatory statutes for poll worker 

requirements, including how to handle poll worker shortages on election day
Å Precinct polling place location changes
Å Canvass procedures



EMERGENCY RULE § 153-53 (cont.)

NOT EXCEPTIONS to current law; avenues for statutory compliance in an emergency 
where strict compliance is impossible because of COVID.

Å òOther medical reasonó excuse = COVID-19 (positive cases & fear of exposure)

Å Absentee ballots may be processed ( e.g. sorted, eligibility determinations, etc.) 
beginning at the start of early voting period (NOT before)

Å Poll worker training can begin sooner than 30 days before the election; more 
classes + smaller attendance = less exposure risk

Å Emergency precinct polling place location changes or combinations

Å Canvass procedures (5 days after election unless more time is necessary; not 
quorum dependent)



FOIA Database Summary

All WV òpublic bodiesó are subject to FOIA regulations

1. Create a FOIA Database account at https://erls.wvsos.gov/ ;

2. Wait for email confirmation

3. In the confirmation email, click the link to finalize the account

4. Login to the database, complete and upload the FOIA Database 

Access Form in the database;

5. Wait for authorization email; and

6. Enter FOIA information into Database.



sos.wv.gov

Click òFOIA Requestó under 

Popular Resources tab 

on homepage



sos.wv.gov

Click òAgency Login to 

FOIA Databaseó



erls.wvsos.gov

Go to https://erls.wvsos.gov/



erls.wvsos.gov

Enter Username and Password,

or click òCreate a new accountó



Creating a FOIA Database Account

Enter required information,

then click òSubmitó



Request Admin FOIA Permissions
Once logged into the FOIA Database, 

click òFOIA Requestsó tab, then click 

òRequest Admin FOIA Permissionsó



Request Admin FOIA Permissions
Enter public body 
information, then click 
òNextó

Note: the 
òBusiness/Organization/
Entity Nameó must be 
your public bodyõs 
name or official 
abbreviation

E.g.
òSecretary of Stateó or 
òWVSOSó



FOIA Database Access Form

Download the 

òFOIA Database 

Access Formó



FOIA Database Access Form
Once the form is 

completed, click 

the Upload icon 

under òActionó to 

attach the 

completed form



FOIA Database Access Form
A confirmation 

box will appear if 

the form is 

uploaded 

successfully



FOIA Database Access Form
Confirm the 

filename, then 

click òNextó



Admin FOIA Account Request Submission
Review the 

account 

information, then 

click òSubmitó

If any information 

is incorrect, click 

òBackó and edit 

the information


